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Dr. Cristóbal Rodríguez is the new Associate Director of Graduate Student Development at UCEA. Cristóbal Rodríguez is Assistant Professor in the College of Education at New Mexico State University. Cristóbal contributed to the UCEA Graduate Student Development programs as a graduate research assistant at UCEA headquarters. He was selected in 2009 for the David L. Clark National Graduate Student Research Seminar in Educational Administration and Policy.  

As a developing scholar at The University of Texas at Austin and at New Mexico State University, Cristóbal has been trained in education research, evaluation, and policy analysis with a K–12 focus and has experienced various secondary and postsecondary education roles serving and preparing diverse students for academic success.  

As a doctoral student at The University of Texas at Austin, Cristóbal worked on numerous education policy research experiences that prepared him for a career in P–20 education pipeline policy research focused on access and performance of students from diverse backgrounds and settings. Cristóbal’s mixed-methods dissertation focused on access and success of Borderland students at Texas flagship and Borderland universities amid the Top 10% Admissions Plan. He has held graduate research assistantships and been involved with research centers and organizations, including the Texas Center for Education Policy, under Dr. Angela Valenzuela; the University of Texas–Austin Education Research Center, under Dr. Pedro Reyes; and UCEA headquarters, under Executive Director Dr. Michelle Young.  

Recently, Cristóbal has been recognized by the American Association for Hispanics in Higher Education (AAHHE) as a 2010 Faculty Fellow, which provides mentorship nationally recognized faculty and the opportunity to mentor developing scholars in the AAHHE Graduate Student Fellows Program. Returning to Las Cruces, New Mexico, in 2009 also meant that numerous community-oriented programs would seek Cristóbal’s continued participation.  As an example of his community involvement, Cristóbal serves as president of La Academia Dolores Huerta Public Charter Middle School Governing Council, a dual-language school with an emphasis on multicultural education. Cristóbal is prepared and ready to serve as Associate Director of UCEA Graduate Student Development, while continuing to proudly serve the students and surrounding communities at New Mexico State University as Assistant Professor. 
